



In early 1"60, slightly over ten months before a 
nation.?! election deciding who would be the next president of 
tie United State?, there occurred a series of events that took 
place during the Eisenhower/Nixou Administration that would 
inevitably lead to the death of John F. Kennedy in Dealy Plaza, 

Kov ember 22, 1963. * 

They are as follows: ' 

By the end of January 1960, British reconnaissance 
fligi ever. ‘lying Cuba detected unusual construction activity 

cf a i;.il it nry nature, not -normally associated with defense 
weaponry. By the end or March, aerial photographs showed suf- 
f icicut ir formation to indicate that offensive missile instal 
lotions wers being prepared for use against Cuba’s neighbors 
ic* the western hemisphere. After this conclusion had been 
rr chad by Iritish Intelligence, they reported the information 
ti.c'-igh diplomatic channels to our State Department (see 

Affidavit, Exhibit 1). 
r 

Simultaneously, our own embassy in Havana had been 
xecii- confidential reports through members of' its staff, 

±.Q. t ?-ul Bethel (see Exhibit 2, entitled "On missiles in Cuba; 
cun-.-, ration June 16, 1976; Miami; with Dick Russell). Bethel 
v - ”rc: 3 Attache to our embassy in Havana all during the critical 
- f , 03; 1350 i!p 0 ntil Diplomatic ^relations were broken off 
i; v 1 "»G1. During . Ms period be kept in close touch with 

Cuban friends who ware also concerned with this unusual 
const rue tie;i sc tivity . 
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By June 1 of 1960, a Cuban businessman by the 
i i-ime of Mario C-.rcia Kohly had organized close to 42,000 *" 

pecpls Inside Cuba who belonged to many different organizations 
ar,a h •> , up until that time, had been completely disorganized 
and coordinated. By the end of 1960, he was considered the 
number owe exile leader inside and outside of Cuba and had 
:vir. tituted a counterfeiting program that forced Castro 
to •••*•*.;»£* his cwv'tncy in August of 1961. 

In the latter part of 1960, Mario Kohly, Sr.’s 
under ground also began receiving reports of unusual construe— 

I 

tioii activity that looked like they might be missile sites. 

Yi; . inCovmatiou was passed on to both the Central Intelligence 
/ ; and top ranking .State Department officials. It is not 
ksj :>«:•'■ , but believed, that this information was never passed on 
to John T. Kennedy during any pre-iaaugural briefing by the 
Eisenhower /Miron administration prior to his physically taking 

t ' -t •■••• ’ 

office in the White Mouse on January 20, 1961. John Kennedy 
W 3 -; , however, briefed several days after being elected, by 
Mi i MIm and Richard Bissell on November *18, 1960. They 
iy.foi -md the president-elect Chat the Central Intelligence Agency 
had Jt i 'i? 3 iou plan using Cuban exiles that was looked upon 
favour • ' 1/ by the National Security Council, and that a training 
opr ad.v- La Guatemala was actually under way. 

It must also be assumed that the new president was 

. nr:- -tr told by the CIA whose invasion plan it was, i.e., Mario 

Ca) la hohly’r — rhe top exile leader in the U.S. — or of a 

* 

U scerr deal saadc between the former Vice President, Richard 
II : ; 1 Y-.i-.Klti Card a Kohly. The deal regarded the disposition 
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of Cuba once the country bad been recaptured from Castro. ^ 

Tuis deal uowld be a major factor in shaping, the motive for a 
conspiratorial death of the new president and possibly 
contributed to the resignation of Richard Kixon from the 
presidency in 1974. The deal involved direct involvement - 
its conspiracy to murder, i.e., by condoning domestic 
area 'ii-in, liens co. -ducted by or sanctioned by the CIA. It was 
a plot relating to the Bay of Tigs that would put the former 
Vice Ti-esidenC in far more jeopardy than the Watergate breakin. . 

I 
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In aid-1960, before the U.S. election, Mario 
Csrcic Kohly, who was to become the president de facto in exile 
of Cuba, had started to form what would be his United 
Organizations for the Liberation of Cuba. He also had a 
working relationship with the Central Intelligence Agency. 

By late summer, however, the State Department 
cr tried its maximum political influence on the CIA hierarchy, 
forcing it, to accept mote leftist leaning leaders on the basis 
thn ; lb t mere conservative Cubans would be former Baciscaites 
and a-J* popular with the people. There' was then formed the 
Orion "evolutionary Council stemming from a front group known 
as the Cuban Revolutionary Movement or Front, headed by Dr. _ 
rrt • y Cardona, Hsausl Ar times, Manuel Ray, Aureliano Sanchez 
Arrange, Tony Verona and a number of others. This action forced 
Ro’ily to take a bock seat, which aliepated Kohly. This action 
~ - -{ ni-r v - "'lour *• 1 cents of the CIA into major conflict, for 
n J uly's ir.uasion and provisional government plans Were 
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sheeted by Che Central Intelligence Agency, the Agency 

tr 

vrs c jftiul'c tel to a plan involving Kohly's U.S.-based exile 
cr-' ?-»i;*tion, his underground inside Cuba, and his guerrilla army 
hld.' -g in tha Escanbrey fountains. In addition, th% National 
Secitx Uy Council also looked favourably on Kohly's plans which 
included a conservative provisional government. It is, 
ti-rtefurn , likely that any decision made by Mr. Nixon in 1960 
to placate Kohly was made by him in the belief that it was in 
the best national interest and that he, as the next president, 
would be in a position to justify any dramatic action or 
decision taken on his part in 1960. Therefore, in October of - 
I960, he mst with Kohly cn the golf links of the Burning Tree 
Club (sac Affidavit, Exhibit 3; and Betrayal , Forward: Morrow, 
Henry Regncry Company) . 

Kohly confided to Robert Morrow, a CIA contract 
employ te working with Kohly, less than a week after this 

ting took place that an agreement had been reached between 
5tist a'l the Vice President for the elimination of all the leftist 
Cuban 'evolutionary Front leaders in the United States in order 
that he (kohly) could take over the reins of power inside Cuba 
c-ce the invasion, i.c., Kohly’s "Operation Lake,"* had been 
aceoeiv 1 ished. Be claimed the agreement was reached when he 
guarrantecd to support. the invasion with his 42,000 man. Cuban 
v id '.re round, force and to commit his guerrilla force located in 
the Escambrey Mountains to support the landing. Although it 
might not have been part of his conversation with the Vice 


3 . "Operation Lake” was Kohly's name for an invasion 

. chosen lev southeastern Cuba in the area of Trinidad. 

■ . - c vas changed to "Operation Pluto" and moved to the 

el Ci& s. 
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I reside .-t, Kohly also claimed that any Front leaders in the 

tr 

actual Invasion would also be assassinated by his guerrilla 
«>ice. This information told to Morrow was also seated in 
K^hly’s deathbed tape statement (see Exhibit A, entitled 

Kohly Deathbed Transcript"! and reaffirmed by his son, 

K : • v Kolily, Jr. , in bis affidavit dated 15 July 1976, (see 
2.^-hio.tt *} • 

Shortly after this meeting, -Morrow inquired of his 
.case officer , C. Tracy Barnes, in the presence of General 
Cb . A (les Cabell, if Kohly had made a deal with the administration, 
f,.,,, . confirmed that an arrangement had been made for Kohly to 
tr ‘it car Cuba once the invasion bad been successful and that 
buhl; had mode additional arrangements regarding the Front 
lead although any final disposition would be by the new 

pretid^nt (Morrow is uncertain whether this meant of the D.S. 

9 

,-jr Cob".'. 
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Morrow thought no more about this until the night of 
A-, r: 17, 196 ’., when he was ready to fly en route from Opa Locks, 

to !• . ickiughf ai Field oa the west coast of Florida. It was at 
?.li ?~X. t i??£ , ms h.ft ves saying goodbye to Tracy Barnes, that Barnes 
Ev/rdfc .an incidental, remark regarding the Front group, saying 
"-..-i i:]’ the exception of two members who are participating in the 
invasion, Cardona and his crowd are being held incommunicado at 
a deserted house an this very (CIA) base under armed guard and 
' — ; .-i thvy mad!” Barnes then remarked, "If they knew what the 

belt - s .;iug to happen to them one* the boys take over the 
they’d never have left the loving arms of Fidel." 

tnterr rotation was that they would never be heard from 
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0;i April 13th, Tony Verona, one of the Front *. 
leaders held at Cpa Locka, managed to elude the 'guards sur- 
~ rounding the house by escaping through a bathroom yindov. 

Once fre - , he called the White House in Washington in a rage.* 
Even at that time, the president must not have been informed 
of the deal Kohl.y, the CIA, and Hixon bad made. Thus, be 
never realised that he had inadvertently saved the lives of 
oil the Cuban Front members by withholding the air cover support 
for tV: invasion and thereby causing the invasion to fail. 

' Withholding the air cover for the invasion did, however, 
irrcpairably alienate the right wing elements of the Cuban exile 
organisations. 

An additional related factor that would affect the 
fa .a of die president stemmed from a decision he (Kennedy) made 
net .to inforta the American public that long range offensive 
missiles were still operational in Cuba after the missile crisis 
of Oct- her 1152 . This infuriated the Central Intelligence Agency 
mid t’ ir. mercenary Cuban exile groups operating in the south - 
cast** u pact of the United States. It was .also the point in 
time -hen Che most severe measures were being taken by the 
administration to suppress any exile activity against Fidel 
Castro, i.u., October 1962 to October 1963.** 



the Fro 

<5 i spate 


After receiving the information about the detention of 
nt leaders at Opa Locka, President Kennedy immediately 
) s<i At thuv Schlesinger, Jr. and A. A. Berle to see the 
After hearing their story of being held captive, 

. Jvrr telephoned the President "and advised him to see the 
ul pj.-catc them. Kennedy agreed and within hours they vert 
toward Washington or. an Air Force plane. 

VThat the exiles didn’t know was that the President in 
' :-i 1S63 had instructed former Ambassador William Atwood 
'Taking arrangements for talks vich Fidel Castro in order 
t*-»o countries might start resuming talks that would even 
lead to a reestablishment of diplomatic relations and 

ti" 1 '. of mutual iucerests. /£V 
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' By raid-1963, sensing that their days. were numbered* 
the right wir.g extremists amongst the exile groups funded bx* 
tie CIA acted. All speed was urged to complete a second peso 
counterfeiting operation so that Castro’s top military aides 
end personnel could be bought off . before any new invasion 
could tfskc place. It was also imperative that the counterfeiting 
operation be completed and the money disbursed before a formal 
deal could be made between the Kennedy Administration and Fidel 
Castro.* 

• 

By fall of 1363, the exiles and their allies, the 
crinirsl under-world, were preparing the last desperate *puah to - 
ovartbrow Castro, and began mounting another exile invasion to 
be coordinated with an internal guerrilla action. 


This attempt would be too late, however, as the 
administration had already set the wheels in motion to negate this 
1 . . maii-r exile attempt^ and the final death knell to the exile 
ca oe for regaining their homeland would be struck. Robert 
Keunsdr, through i'enry Morganthau, Jr., United States District 
Att.>-.n®y for the Southern District of Kew York, ordered the arrest 
of .'Train S?rcia Kohly, 5r. and Morrow on charges of consplracy 
tu ccunterf sit foreign securities along with a host of other 
x allied ch =>rges (see Exhibit 6) . 

Vith this operation effectively destroyed hy order of 


* Ca October first of 1953, these counterfeit Cuban peso 

were delivered to Mario Kohly in Mew York. This operation 
called for the manufacture of approximately fifty million dollars 

vcs ’.: h of counterfeit Cuban pesos that were to be distributed 

Ctr.tro’s strategic military personnel and aides. The pur— 
poa-.-bai. g to buy their loyalty. Once the 'overthrow of Castro 
V craflc* * and Kohly held the reins of power in Cuba, he would 
Jse-’lfy.a f currency. It was a temptation that few of Castro's 







